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Dedication - November 2, 2008 

 
“The world of books is the most remarkable creation of man. Nothing else 
that he builds ever lasts. Monuments fall, nations perish, civilizations grow 
old and die out, and after an era new races build others. But in the world of 
books are volumes that have seen this happen again and again and yet live 
on, still young, still as fresh as the day they were written, still telling men's 
hearts of the heart of men centuries dead.”  — Clarence Day 



 
Library Dedication Program 

 

2:30 PM ~ November 2, 2008 

 
Piano Prelude  ............................................................................. Henry Wei 
 
Welcome ............................................................................................ Mary Bleeker 
 Library Board President 
 
Invocation ....................................................................................... Rev. Daniel J. Kordahl 
 Peace Lutheran Church 
 
Men’s Octet ................................................................................... Rebecca Franje, Accompanist 
“Rise Up, Oh Men of God”  Dallas Apol, Bernie DeWit,  
 Kevin Hulstein, Calvin Jongsma, 
 Arnold Koekkoek, David Netz,  
 David Schelhaas, Curtis Taylor  

Reflections ................................................................................... Mayor Dennis J. Walstra 

 
Dedicatory Address  ........................................................... Mary Wegner  
“Your Public Library:  A Window to the World” State Librarian 
 
 
Dedicatory Litany .................................................................. David Schelhaas 
 Library Board Member 

 
Men’s Octet ................................................................................... Rebecca Franje, Accompanist 
“Oh God of Love, Oh King of Peace” 

 
Symbolic Check Out of First Book ................ Dorothy Boeyink 
 SCPL Librarian, 1967-2006 

 
Piano Postlude ......................................................................... Lyn Vos 



 
Library Dedication Litany 

 
 
Leader:  As we gather here today to dedicate the building that houses the 
Sioux Center Public Library, we do so with gratitude to God for giving us 
the resources to build such a splendid facility. 
 
People:  We are grateful also for those people who have worked to make this 
library a reality: 
The founders of the library who had the vision to start a library back in 1928   
The businesses and citizens of Sioux Center who gave of their resources so 
this building could be built  
The board members and community leaders who did the necessary work to 
transform the dream of this building into brick and mortar reality 
The competent library staff that works to provide the best possible services a 
library can have. 
  
Leader:   As we dedicate this building, it is good to ask ourselves:  What is 
a library?  And we answer quickly, a collection of books. 
 
People:  But it is more than that. 
 
Leader:  Yes, it is much more.  It is a treasure trove of books, magazines, 
genealogical records, paintings, recordings, games, videos, DVDs, and  
computers with e-mail and internet connections.  It is, in short, a doorway to 
the accumulated knowledge of the world. 
 
People:  But it is more than that.  
 
Leader:  Yes.  For children and young people, especially, it can be a lovely, 
holy place where dreams are sparked, where ideas and ideals take shape, 
where long hot summer afternoons can be transformed into journeys to the 
center of the earth or the farthest corner of the universe. 
 
People:  But even that is not adequate. 



 
 
 
 

Leader:  Let me paint some pictures.  A library is a large print book  
delivered to a lonely shut-in; it’s a gaggle of giggly five-year-olds transfixed 
by the animated reading of The Cat in the Hat; it’s a middle-aged business-
man reading the Wall Street Journal, a mesmerized middle-schooler  
researching his science report, a harried mom escaping into an Anne River 
Siddons saga.  Like the American flag, it is a potent symbol of freedom, a 
marketplace where the free exchange of ideas occurs. 
 
People:  There still seems to be something missing. 
 
Leader:  You are right.  We can never wrap our arms around everything a  
library is and can be.  But we can rededicate ourselves to using this great  
freedom, this open door to the world. 
 
All:  We now as members of this community, gratefully recalling the  
blessings that have come to us in our heritage, and thankful for the means 
which have been provided for the construction of this public library,  
dedicate ourselves and this building to the service of humankind and the 
glory of God. 

 

 

� 

 

“We may sit in our library and yet be  
in all quarters of the earth.” 

— John Lubbock 

 



Brief History of the Library 
 

The library was established in 1928 at the instigation of the local Women’s 
Club, under the leadership of a committee consisting of Mrs. Ed Te Veltrup 
and Mrs. George De Ruyter.  It was launched with a fund of $200.00 raised by 
the Women’s Club, and began with a small selection of donated books.  The 
building was housed that first year in a room in the high school building.  With 
our new building, we have returned to the site of the library’s first location. 
 
On May 6, 1929, the library acquired its own home, a small, white frame  
building purchased by the American Legion and Auxiliary for $900.00.  During 
those early years, the library operated on a budget of $350.00 a year, raised 
partly by taxation, but largely through the efforts of the Women’s Club. 
 
In May of 1946, the library moved to the basement of First National Bank.  
The Women’s Club raised funds to help furnish and equip the new home for 
the library.  At this time, the library also became a municipal project, with a 
board of trustees appointed by the town council. 
 
Outgrowing its quarters in the basement of the bank, the library moved to the 
municipal building in 1961.  In 1969, a new library facility was built on First 
Avenue NE.  The building was remodeled and expanded in 1989 and provided 
approximately 12,000 square feet of space.  Unfortunately, this facility  
suffered a major fire in 2003 which rendered the building unsalvageable.   
 
From August 2003 until August 2008, the library was located in the gymnasium 
of the former community center.  This area has now been transformed into the  
parking lot for the new library building.  This new building provides 20,000 
square feet of space for library operations and services, meeting rooms, a  
computer lab, art gallery, and rental space.   
 
The architectural style of the building is strongly influenced by Frank Lloyd 
Wright’s “Prairie School” design.  The interior décor is intentionally warm, 
with a significant amount of wood trim and a fireplace.  There are 233  
windows in the building to provide natural light and a visual link to the  
surrounding environment.  It is our goal to provide a new “community center” 
that offers a welcoming space to individuals and groups for library services and 
resources, cultural activities, civic and community events, and more. 



“Information is the currency of democracy.” — Thomas Jefferson 

� 

Library Collections & Resources 

• Art print collection (3-month checkout) 
• Books:  adult, children, junior, young adult, large print, graphic novels,  

audiobooks (on cassette, cd, mp3), libros en español, reference materials 
• EBSCOHost: full-text magazine & newspaper databases, online 
• Genealogy collection & Greater Sioux County Genealogical Society 
• Magazines & newspapers 
• Movies and music cd collection 
• Online catalog and award-winning library website 
• Sioux County Newspaper Archive, online (county collaborative effort) 
• Video games & game room 

Library Service 

• Books by Design (reserve the latest from your favorite authors) 
• Children’s programs:  Baby Garten, Toddler Time, and Story Hour 
• Coffee Chat Book Club 
• Faxing, copying, and printing (non-commercial use) 
• Interlibrary loan 
• Meeting room rental 
• Online book renewal & reserves 
• Outreach services to Crown Pointe, Franken Manor, and the Regency 
• Proctored exam services 
• Public-access computers with high-speed internet & Microsoft Office 
• Reference desk 
• Summer reading program 
• Free WiFi 

� 
"I received the fundamentals of my education in school, but that was not 
enough. My real education, the superstructure, the details, the true  
architecture, I got out of the public library. For an impoverished child 
whose family could not afford to buy books, the library was the open door 
to wonder and achievement, and I can never be sufficiently grateful that I 
had the wit to charge through that door and make the most of it. "    

— Isaac Asimov  



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The past is prologue to the present.  
The present provides a platform to the future. 
The library with its vast array of information  
resources allows each of us to listen and learn  
from our past in order to plan for the future. 
The library is never “a bridge to nowhere.” 
It is truly a bridge to everywhere. 

—  Dave Netz, Library Director 
 Sioux Center Public Library 
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